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LEGISLATIVE BILL 996

Approved by the Covernor April 16,

fr)troduced by Beutler, 28

1986

AN ACT relating to the Legislature; to amend sections
50-4O5, 50-416, 50-418, 50-419, and 5O-419.O1,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943; to
change references to the Budget Committee of
the Legislature; to delete obsolete language;
to de]-ete references to the Legislative
Council Budget Committeei and to repeal the
original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 5O-4O5., Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

5O-4O5. It shall be the duty of the council
( ] ) to investigate and study the possibiLities for
consolidation in statd government for elimination of aII
unnecessary activities and of alI duplication in office
personnel- and equipmentT and of the coordination of
departmental activitiesT or of methods of increasing
efficiency and effecting economies- r (2) to investigate
and study the possi.bilities of reforming the system of
local goverr)ment r.rith a viev/ to sinplifying the
organizatj.on of government- ; (3) to study the merit
system as it relates to state and ]ocal government
personnel- 7 (4) to cooperate with the administration irr
devisj.trg means of enforcing the lav, and improving the
effectiveness of administrative methods- ; (5) to study
arld inquire into the financial administration of the
state governnent and the subdivisions thereof, the
problems of taxation including assessment and collection
of taxes, and the distribution of the tax burden- 7 and
(6) to study and inquire into futule plantring of capital
cor)struction of the state and its govermental aqetrcies
as to location arld sites for expansion, such proposed
planning to be submitted to the executive board for
review and recommendation to the Legislature and t.he
bHCqet e6rni€tee Appropriations Committee.

Sec. 2. That section 50-416, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
fol Iords:

50-416- The Executi.ve Board of the
Legislative Council shalI, prior to the first day of
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each regular ninety-day session of the Legislature,
appoint five members of the Legislature to serve,
commencing on the first day of such session, togetfrer
with the €hairman of the €6nnittee en Budget Chaj.rperson
of the Appropriations Committee/ on a committee to be
known as the Nebraska Retirement Systems Committee. The
executive board shall name the ehairnan chairperson of
the committee. Such committee shall serve until the
first day of the neit succeeding regular ninety-day
sessj.on of the Legislature. Any vacancy on such
committee shall be filled by appointment from among the
members of the Legi slature. The nembers of the
eonni€tee servittg en ApriI 2t *9?*; shat+ eorrtinue to
sef,ve as sueh Hnti+ the firet day of €he next sueeeeding
ieqnlar Hinety-day session of €he Eegisla€ure:

Sec. 3. That secti.on 50-418, Relssue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

50-418. There shall be established within the
Legislative Cour)ciI the offi.ce of Legislative EiscaI
AnaIyst. The Legislative Ej.scal Analyst sltalI be
appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Executive
Board of the Legislative CounciI. The Executive Board
of the Legislative Councj.I shall- fix the salary of the
Leglslative Eiscal Analyst. The Legislative Eiscal
Analyst shalI have trailling and experience as determined
by the executive board- The Legislative EiscaI AnaIyst,
,rith the approval of the Executive Board of the
Legi.slative CounciI, may employ llecessary assistar)ts,
whose salaries shall be fixed by the executive board.
The Budget Appropriatlons Commj-ttee of the Eegislature
and the Begislative geHrie++ BudEret eonmittee shall
determi.ne the budgeting and related needs of each agency
of state governmer)t before and during each session of
the Legislature for the use of the Legislature. The
committees, under the direction of tlte Executive Board
of the Legislative Council, shall secure strffi.cient
personnel- and funds for the operation of the staff to go
physically into each agency of state government and by
observation and contact be able to defend and
substantiate its recommer)datj.olt and to accomplisll the
objective stated in this sectlon.

Sec. 4. That secti.on 50-419, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

50-419. (1) The Legislative Eiscal Analyst
shaII provide fiscal and budgetary j.nformation and
assistance to the LegislatureT and the Appropriations
Committee: of the SegislatureT aaC the EeEislative
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€ounei] BHdget €emmittee: During sessions of the
Legislature he or she shall work under the dlrection of
the Appropriations Commj.ttee of the Legislature. During
the ir)terim between legislative sessions he or she shalI
work under the direction of the Execrrtive Board of the
L,cqislative CounciI.

The Le<.Jislative Eiscal- Analyst shaII provide:
( a) Factual informat.iorl and recommendations

concernin<; the financial operations of state government;
( b ) Evalrrati.on of the requests for

appropriations contai.ned in the executive budget alrd
recommendations theleon ;

(c) Studies of capital outlay needs for the
o|derly and coo|dinated development of state
instj.tutiol)s and lnstitutional programs authorized, if
not otherwise provj.ded by law;

(d) Plans for lecJislative appropriation alrd
cont|o1 of funds, with plesession analysis of budgetary
requil'ements; and

(e) At tl)e direction of the Pe|fo|mance Review
and Audit committee, arlalyses of the performance,
manacjement, and accomplishments of the programs of state
qove|r)meDt and state-aid proc_;rams.

(2\ TI)e ana)-yses required by subdivision
(1)(e) of tl)is sectj.on may contain informatiorr
peltainir)g to complrance with l-egislative intel)t,
per-formar)ce compliance with preestablished standards,
pt'ogram effectivel)ess, organizational sLrrrcture,
personrlel policies, opj.r)ions, and recommendations as
considered appropriate for- tl)e impl'ovement of operations
of govet'nment. The Legislative EiscaI Analyst may
contract for services deemed necessary to carry oLlt the
drrties of the office with the approval of the Executive
Board of the Legislative Council-

(3) His or her dtrties shall also inclrrde
examining or auditJ.nt_J frrnctions or services arrthorized
by the Legj.slature to cletermine if funds are expended
accordinq to legisl-ative intent and whether improvemelrts
in orqar)ization and performance aLe possibie. TIle
examinirrg fur)ction slrall also ir)clude the appraisal of
functions for l)eeded reforms.

(4) Hi.s or her duties shall be to coordinate
his or her activities with the brrdget officer of the
Departmer)t of Administrative Services.

(5) AlI informatior) and reports of the fiscal
analyst and Appropriations Committee shal-l be available
to ar)y and a]-l- members of the Legislature.

(6) The Leglslative FiscaI Analyst shaIl
provide revenLre-forecasting information and assistance
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to the Legislature, the Revenue Committee of the
Legislature, and the Approprj.ations Commj.ttee of the
Legislature. Eor the purposes of this subsectj.on, he or
she shal-I work trnder the direction of the Revenue
Committee of the Legislature and the Appropriations
Committee of the Leglslatrlre. The revenue-forecasting
information provided under this subsecti.on shalI
i nc Iude :

(a) The estimated revenue receipts for each
year of the following biennium;

(b) General Eund reserve requirements;
(c) A list of express oblicjations; and
(d) A sllmmary of economic conditions affectilrg

the State of Nebraska.
Sec. 5. That sectlon 50-419-01, Reissue

Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to r-ead
as follows:

5O-419 - O1. The Legislative FiscaI Analyst
shaII present to the BHdqet Appropriations Committee,
beginning the fifth legislative day, all evaluation of
the operations of tl)e state government lncluding those
issues, policies, and problems which have come to his qg
bqf attention or which resulted from analyses and irl
which improvement i11 performance and organization is
possible. He Tlra[,ecrislative Eiscal Analvst shaII, j.f
reqrrested, r'ecomrnend altet'natives to the identified
problems and reLated r)eeds.

Sec. 6 . That ori.ginal sectj-ons 50-405,
5O-416, 5o-418, 5O-419, aDd 5O-419.O1, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.
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